Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 02147 121113Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-11 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-11 TRSE-00 SSC-01 /076W 

080991 121913Z/72 

R 121034Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8365 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 

CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 2147 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PEPR, ET, SU 

SUBJ: ETHIO-SUDANESE RELATIONS 

REF: KHARTOUM 1889 

SUMMARY. RESIDENT SUDANESE DIPLOMAT STATED THAT ETHIOPIA 
HAD ACCEPTED NEW SUDANESE AMBASSADOR WHO WOULD BE ARRIV- 
ING AFTER OAU SUMMIT. HE ALSO SAID SUDAN WAS WORKING FOR 
BETTER RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA AND MEETING TO FURTHER 
THIS GOAL WOULD BE HELD IN NAIROBI SHORTLY. HE CONFIRMED 
BORDER INCIDENT REPORTED REFTEL, ADDING HE WAS NOT PERSON- 
ALLY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT NEAR TERM IMPROVEMENT IN BILATERAL 
RELATIONS. IT WAS EVIDENT FROM SUDANESE DIPLOMATS'S RE- 
MARKS THAT BOTH COUNTRIES DESIRED IMPROVED RELATIONS, BUT 
THAT FOR TIME BEING, THERE APPEARED TO BE INTRACTABLE 
PROBLEMS PREVENTING THIS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, RESIDENT SUDANESE 
DIPLOMAT OUSMAN (LNU) STATED THAT SUDAN HAD NAMED 
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NEW AMBASSADOR TO ETHIOPIA AND THIOPIANS HAD AL- 
READY GRANTED AGREMENT. HOWEVER, NEW AMBASSADOR 
WOULD NOT ARRIVE IN ADDIS UNTIL AFTER JULY OAU SUM- 
MIT IN KHARTOUM. OUSMAN IDENTIFIED NEW AMBASSADOR 
AS RASHID NOUREDDINE, CURRENTLY SUDAN'S AMBASSADOR TO 
MOROCCO. (EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY BIO INFORMATION 
ADDRESSEES COULD PROVIDE.) 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


2. OUSMAN CONFIRMED THAT ETHIOPIA AND SUDAN WOULD 
HOLD HIGH-LEVEL MEETING IN NAIROBI "THIRD WEEK IN 
MAY." (RELIABLE SOURCE HAS INDICATED MEETING WILL 
BE MAY 18 THROUGH 20.) OUSMAN BELIEVED REPRESENTA- 
TION WOULD BE AT FOREIGN MINISTER LEVEL AND INCLUDE 
OTHER MINISTERS OF BOTH GOVERNMENTS. HE CLAIMED THAT 
NAIROBI VENUE WAS CHOSEN, EVEN THOUGH SUDAN GOVERN- 
MENT HAD AGREED TO EITHER ADDIS ABAB OR KHARTOUM, 
BECAUSE ETHIOPIANS DID NOT WANT ONUS OF ANY POSSIBLE 
FAILURE TO BE THEIR RESPONSIBILITY. OUSMAN SAID THAT 
NAIROBI MEETING WAS FURTHER STEP IN EFFORT TO PER- 
SUADE CHAIRMAN MENGISTU TO ATTEND OAU SUMMIT DURING 
WHICH TIME PRIVATE MEETING COULD BE ARRANGED BETWEEN 
HIM AND PRES. NIMEIRI. 

3. IN CONTEXT OF SUDANESE APPREHENSION ABOUT "COMMU- 
NIST" MENGISTU REGIME AND HEAVY SOVIET INVOLVEMENT 
IN ETHIOPIA, OUSMAN RELATED INCURSIONS INTO SUDAN BY 
ETHIOPIAN AIRCRAFT ALONG SUDAN/ERITREAN BORDER. HE 
SAID THAT THESE INDICENTS HAD BEEN BROUGHT TO ATTEN- 
TION OF OAU AND THAT ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR TO SUDAN HAD 
BEEN CALLED IN TO RECEIVE FORMAL PROTEST FROM SUDAN 
GOVERNMENT. HE SAID THAT SUDAN GOVE WISHED TO IMPROVE 
RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA, BUT WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
SHORT-TERM PROSPECTS. HE CLAIMED THAT ETHIOPIANS WERE 
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PREVENTING DISSIDENT ANSARS WITHIN ETHIOPIA FROM RE- 
TURNING TO SUDAN AND ADMITTED THAT ERITREANS IN SUDAN 
WERE DIFFICULT PROBLEM FOR SUDAN GOVT. HE WAS NOT PAR- 
TICULARLY SANGUINE ABOUT ANY POSITIVE RESULTS FROM 
SCHEDULED NAIROBI MEETING. 
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